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Grade thresholds taken for Syllabus 0510/02 (English as a Second Language) in the June 2005 
examination. 
 

minimum mark required for grade:  maximum 
mark 

available 
A C E F 

Component 1 84 68 51 39 N/A 

 
The threshold (minimum mark) for B is set halfway between those for Grades A and C. 
The threshold (minimum mark) for D is set halfway between those for Grades C and E. 
Grade A* does not exist at the level of an individual component. 
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Part 1 Exercise 1: Durrell Wildlife Zoo  

 
(a) to save (wild) animals from extinction 1 mark 

(b)  ONE from: receive/get a (colourful) newsletter/get a discount in the shop 1 mark 

(c) ONE from: workshops/a Saturday morning club/an awards scheme/meet 
endangered animals/learn how to protect them 

1 mark 

(d) they have no other home/no safe home to go back to 1 mark 

(e) at 2.00pm/14.00 1 mark 

(f) by following the red arrows on the map/by following the signposts around 
the zoo 

1 mark 

 
Max total for exercise: 6 

 

Part 1 Exercise 2: Sir Magdi Yacoub 
 
(a) he saved/transformed their lives 1 mark 

(b)  eats well and exercises daily/swims BOTH 
for 1 mark 

(c) because an operation must take place when a donor is found 1 mark 

(d) to visit the Amazon to see the rare plants there 1 mark 

(e) trains local surgeons/cardiologists/groups of specialists/surgical 
techniques 

1 mark 

 
 Max total for exercise: 5 

 
 
Part 1 Exercise 3: Codes 
 
(a) for security of their communications 1 mark 

(b)  TWO from: we have lost the art of decoding them/they are too difficult 
to understand OR they are more complicated to 
understand/specialised machinery/computers make codes 

2 marks 

(c) the Rosetta Stone 1 mark 

(d) a large amount of gold/(gold worth) $20 million 1 mark 

(e) one third/the second part 1 mark 

(f) a fifteen year old girl OR Souraya Dyer AND a neuroscientist BOTH  
for 1 mark 

 
Max total for exercise: 7  

    
Max total for Part 1: 18 marks 
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Part 2 Exercise 1: Source of the Mekong 
 
(a) Tibet/China/the Tibetan side of Tibet-Nepal border 1 mark 

(b) he was at Everest base camp (in Nepal) previously/in 1980s 1 mark 

(c) mighty/splendid/he marvelled 1 mark 

(d) stream (emerging) from north side (of the mountain) 1 mark 

(e) following local custom  1 mark 

(f) first British explorer/fulfilment of dream 1 mark 

(g) tick and number points: 

1 lifestyle has not changed 

2 live in tents 

3 eat yak meat 

4 drink yak butter tea 

Up to 4 marks 

 
Max total for exercise: 10 

 
 
Part 2 Exercise 2: Motivating boys 
  
Mark 4 (content) + 4 (language).  Count words and cross out everything after 120.  Do not award 
language marks if there is no content.   
 
Content: Tick and number points as below.  
 
Language: Mark language according to table. 
 
Content (how computers can help boys) 
1 motivating/confidence 
2 handwriting not an issue 
3 helps compose longer pieces of writing 
4 encourages them to use different styles 
5 neatness of presentation 
6 use computers at home 
7 concentration 
 
Quality of Language 
1 expression weak, maybe just list, lifting irrelevance 
2 expression limited, some lifting, sense of order 
3 expression good, attempts to group and sequence ideas largely in own words 
4 expression excellent, clear, orderly grouping and sequencing, largely own words 
                                                                                               

Max total for exercise: 8 marks 

http://www.studentbounty.com/
http://www.studentbounty.com


Page 3 Mark Scheme Syllabus Paper 

 IGCSE - JUNE 2005 0510 2 

 

© University of Cambridge International Examinations 2005 
 

 
 
Part 2 Exercise 3: Tree top raft 
 

Tick and number points below: 
 
Design 
1 spider web 
2 six ribs or inflated rubber strips 
3 hexagonal raft at centre any two 
 
Size/capacity 
4 600 sq metres 
5 holds up to 10 adults/scientists 
 
Means of access 
6 special entrances 
7 harness 
 
Raft moving requirements 
8 hunting horn (signal) 
9 arrival of airship 
 

Max total for exercise: 8 
 

 

[Max total for Part 2: 26 marks] 
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Part 3 
 
Short work: if candidate writes less than 70% of the word recommendation, mark the piece on 
quality, then drop mark to an equivalent position in the band below. 
 
Part 3 Exercise 1: Book recommendation  
 
Credit ideas from the prompts and use of own ideas and suggestions.  All prompts must be 
addressed for full marks.    
 
Refer to the Performance Criteria grid in arriving at a mark.   

 
Max total for exercise: 12 

 
Part 3 Exercise 2: Volunteers article 
 
Credit ideas from the prompts and use of own ideas and suggestions.  Credit appropriate register 
and sense of audience.   
 
Refer to the Performance Criteria grid in arriving at a mark.   
 

Max total for exercise: 12 
 
Part 3 Exercise 3: Gap year 
 
Look for explanations and reasons.  Reward use of own ideas and suitable tone, register and 
vocabulary.  Candidates who do little more than list from the prompts will not score highly. 
 
Refer to the Performance Criteria grid in arriving at a mark.   
 

Max total for exercise: 16 
 

Max total for Part 3: 40 marks 
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Part 3: Extended Writing Exercises 
 

General Criteria Grid 
 

 12 mark 
questions 

16 mark 
questions 

 
 

Band a 
}12  

 



15

16
 

 

Enjoyable to read, aided by ease of style and fluency.  
Beginnings and endings are clear with few mistakes in 
grammar, punctuation or spelling and there is confidence and 
accuracy overall in use of language, idiom and tenses.  Sense 
of audience is well developed and quality is sustained 
throughout the piece.  Response is relevant and the interest of 
the reader is aroused. 

Band b 



10

11
 

 





13

14
 

 

Candidates write with some style: look for turn of phrase, 
competence in vocabulary.  Sentences may show some variety 
of structure and length.  Punctuation, spelling and grammar are 
generally accurate.  There are paragraphs showing some unity 
although links may be absent or inappropriate.  Competence in 
writing style may be balanced by a few frustrating grammatical 
errors.  There may be some awkwardness or heaviness in 
style making reading less enjoyable but, nevertheless, there is 
some sense of audience. 
 

Band c 







7

8

9

 

 









10

11

12

 

 

Meaning is clear and work is of a safe, literate standard albeit 
without verbal or structural sophistication.  However, the 
candidate generally makes appropriate choice of vocabulary 
and structures are sound, if simple.  Paragraphs may be used 
but without coherence or unity.  Spelling weaknesses may be 
present but not enough to obscure meaning.  Material is 
satisfactorily developed at appropriate length and a genuine 
attempt has been made to address the topic but there may be 
digressions.  Fulfils the task. 
 

Band d 



5

6
 

 








7

8

9

 

Meaning is never in doubt but frequent errors may hamper 
precision and slow down reading.  These are pieces with 
positive qualities though vocabulary and structures are limited.  
Paragraphs may be absent or inconsistent.  Often there is 
some interest in the subject matter and an attempt to supply 
some detail and explanation, though the effect is incomplete 
and there may be repetition. 
 

Band e 




3

4
 





5

6
 

Weak, with many errors in grammar and spelling.  Little sign of 
paragraphing.  Communication is established and there is 
some engagement with the task.  Language simple but often 
wrong choice of register and vocabulary and meaning may be 
obscured or neutralised by the weight of linguistic error. 

Band f }2  




3

4
 

Poor.  Many errors in style and structure with language often 
faulty.  Sense will be decipherable but the reader may need to 
re-read owing to multiple errors.  Limited engagement with 
task, or content partly hidden by density of error. 
 

Band g 




0

1
 









0

1

2

 

Density of error may obscure meaning with whole sections 
impossible to recognise as pieces of English writing.  Very little 
engagement with the task but credit to be given for an 
occasional patch of relative clarity.  
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